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B-3252 - B-3256 1845-1850 
903-915 Light St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

This side of the 900 block of Light St. was originally improved by a 
row of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, 905-909 
Light St. having been built by Francis Kines and 911-915 Light St. having been 
built by John S. Gittings, as part of his development of the southern section of 
this block. Most of the houses now serve a mixed commercial/residential function 
and 915 Light St. has been enlarged and remodeled and now is three stories in 
height with a shed roof and bracketed cornice. 



c MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

B-3256 
MAGI 0432562411 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

QNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

HLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

STATE 

915 L i g h t S t . 

Ba l t imore 

Maryland 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

-SPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION 

_ I N PROCESS 

— BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

2LOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
^LYES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_ N O 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

X-COMMERCIAL 

— EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

HOWNER C? PROPERTY 
NAME "'; "-•"' 

STREETS. NUMBER r , -- -:•, . .: '•: •'. , :- •: . . i > 

CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 
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COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Records O f f i c e Room 601 

STREET 8. NUMBER 

Balt imore City Courthouse 

CITY. TOWN 

Balt imore 

Telephone #: 
-i > : « .-. T . ->-. o • ' - ' . 

STATE , 

Liber #: 

Fo l io #: 

STATE 

M a r y l a n d 2 1 2 0 2 

-,..'._,,-. . . •> 

' • • ' • " • ' . * * * * ' 

z ip code 

t l REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 
B-3256 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED .X-ORIGrNAL SITE 

X-G00D —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE-

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice 
represents an enlargement of the original gable roofed house that was built 
on this site in the late 1840's. The first floor has been converted into a 
shop-front, and covered with formstone. 

The house is three stories in height, 16' wide, and occupies a lot 70' deep. 
The house is located on the north-east corner of Light and Hamburg Streets and 
extends back along Hamburg St. for six bays. There is also a two story high, 
two bay deep rear addition. The house is constructed in running bond. The shed 
roof is surmounted by a cornice of Italianate design, consisting of a deeply 
projecting crown molding supported by a row of carved modillions, set above af 
row of quarter-round carvings and a row of incised dentils. Three long, carved 
wooden brackets support the entire cornice and connect it to a lower molding strip 
decorated with quarter-round carvings. The brick freize area thus formed was 
punctuated by two scroll-sawed ventilating panels which are now covered with solid 
wood panels. There is a double hooded chimney located along the south side of ^ 
the main house and a single chimney located at the south-east end of the rear ac' :io? 

The second and third floor window openings have splayed brick lintels and wood 
sills. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. On the 
Hamburg St. facade there is an elaborate, projecting, three-sided bay window. 
The sides of the bay have tall, vertical 1/1 sash set over a paneled dado; the 
front of the bay has a pair of tall windows with 1/1 sash set over the same dado. 
The windows are framed by reeded moldings and the whole bay is surmounted by a 
projecting cornice consisting of a deep crown molding supported by nine carved 
wooden brackets (three per side). The first floor of the Light St. facade has 
been converted into a shop-front with formstone facing. A glass and panel door is 
located in the southernmost bay, flanked by two modern plate glass windows set 
to the left. The entrance is reached by two brick steps. 

o 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



o SIGNIFICANCE 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

-XI800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

2LARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES o r i g > 1845-46/enl. 1880 ' S BUILDER/ARCHITECT J o h n s# GittingS 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is representative of a fairly large number of houses that were originally 
built in the 1840's and 1850's with gable roofs and simple brick cornices, but which 
were remodeled after the Civil War in the currently fashionable Victorian style, with 
the front roof gable being raised and rebuilt as a shed roof, and a modern bracketed 
cornice added. 

s< 

; 

The house was built by John S. Gittings as part of his development of the 
southern section of the block bounded by Light St. on the west, Hamburg St. on the 
outh, William St. on the east, and Warren Ave. on the north. The original two story 
lus attic house on the site was sold by Gittings to a trustee and it remained in 
a trust estate, providing rental income for the beneficiary until 1880, when it was 
sold to a Robert P. Ellis, who made the enlargements seen today.1 

1Baltimore City Land Records, Liber FAP 881, Folio 169 

£ 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



|MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES B-3256 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

^GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 

T1.8. Hazard / Historic Sites Surveyor 

^^JrryJand Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 8fl% 
STREET-&.NUNIBER \ ZT-, TELEPHONE 

( 

E E L « T f r c l e Rd 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ruxton Maryland 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
STATE REVIEW Sr.lzT 

riistoric Preservation Certification npoi ica t lon~Par t I 

oerty: _ I ? gOUTVf LAOWT g>m_r_r V B A L T W l Q t e tVlK,^Y(_H<V>Q 

Historic Distric F e D E f i A u K i *- i_ 
i g-'^-'^Gate initial appucation receives ay State 
>z-2g-fr'gate complete inicrmation receives by State 

cate oi this transmittal to NPS 
insseccicn of srccertv bv State staff? ^ nc 

' '"''"^cate accitisnai information 
C»- <fa-(?6 requested by State 

ves cate: 

•;. here is adequate documentation enclosed to evaluate tne historic character and integrity of this 
property. 
There is insufficient documentation to evaiuats 
the following items: 

u i « -- * ateiy. ihe aooiication is missir.i 

Reasor.aoie efforts, cescribec beiow, have been mace to obtain tr.is information. Copies of the 
information requests are enclosed. 

ms property involves: 
Extensive loss of historic faoric 
Substantial al terat ions over time 

yS Bre&ajf t -^ ceterrninaticn of listing 
K i a r c istrict 

for individual property 

Obscures or covered eievation(s) 
Moved property 
State recommenaation inconsistent 
with NR documentation 
Recommendation different than the 
applicant's request 

[Complete one section oeiow as appropriate . 
(1) i>fhe property ^-'contributes does not contribute to the historic significance of this 

district in: / 
/•"'location l^cesign t^se t t ine ^-' 'materials -^workmanship feeling and association 

Property a mentionec in tne Nr<. cecumentation in section -—, pa?e —-. 

(25 For properties less than 50 years old: 
_ tne historical merits of tne district (tne periocs anc areas of significance) are cccumented in the 

National Register nomination form or district cecum e.ntation on file as less than 50 years oid, 
justifying trie certification of tnis property's contribution. 
tne strong historical or architectural merit of tnis property as cescribec" in the National Register 
nomination form or cistrict documentation on file justifies its certification as contributing. 
there is insufficient justification to consicer tnis property contributing to the Cistrict on tne basis 
of its inaivicual architectural or historical merits or tne significance of tne cistrict does not 
extend up to and including tne latest 50 year period. 
Briefly explain how Stancard (3) appiies to this property's individual merits or its significance 
in reiationsnip to the significant qualities ana characteristics of tne cistrict. 

(3) For preliminary ceterminations: 
A. The status of tne nomination for the property/historic district: 

Nomination has alreaay been suDmitted to State review ocard, anc if reviewed by the board, 
r.c.-i-aticn will be forwaraed to the NPS within a reasonable period of time. (Draft nomination 
;s enc.osed.) 
Nc.T.ir.aticn was submitted to tne NPS on • 
Nomination will be submitted to the State review ooara witnin twelve montns. 
Nomination process likeiy will be completed within thirty montns. 
Other; expiaim . 

c 
E. Evaluation of the property: 

Property is inaiviaually eligible and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation 
Property "isTocatea witnin a potential registered oistrict tnat meets National Register 

Criteria for Evaluation 
A B C D Exceptions: 

I*) The property is located in a registered district, is outsice tne penoa(s) and/or area(s) of signifi
cance as cocumented in tne NR nomination and: 

appears to contribute to tne expanded significance of the cistrict. Enclosed is the revised 
nomination documentation. 
does net aooear to contribute to the period(s) and/or area(s) of significance of the district. 
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uomsiete sections ;::3w : : r a:i properties: 
Description of cistrict inducing tne perioa(s) and area(s) of significance as aescribea in :ne National 
R c i s t e r aocumentation or aocumentation on fiie (except for preliminary determination of inaiviauai 

""i is t ing). T H E H-Vr.7Cfe.iG Ui^rfelCT 0 ^ F E D E e A L Hll_i_ <S<?tOSlST5 O F FEDeS/Vi- t+ICU PAfiti / ( - H B T>+£S 
•ttoosea, cno T » - £ srpEE-g' FAOIMC: AK}E> «=si_oPiMq AWJAY f=ta©n T>r& ' P A e t TO T H E - VOEST- >MVJD aao7T+. 

- m e H-\U_ is S O U N D E D O ^ TVTS. NioftTH- A ^ P ESAST B Y TH-e VJPws=&T*e&-tJr. -nr^ r<A^o/S/7-y O-F=-

^fTZUCTUAe-S. MA, Ar£.& &F BEicZK ^5WSTRUC-n07Vi WITH- TVTS- 'EV.TEMS|l/£: iJSS, Of=- UlH-ITE^ 
MMZ-&LB- TR.IM. MOST /F&&- ATTfiCtfeD RouJMOOs&S &f^ Tioo a& T+t£&J£ S 7 a t f ' ^ ; MrPP/Sty. 
If fSZtbT" lN> u J \ b T H . :po\2NYE£. WjllOCCn-OS ^ e e c=OMMO(J OW TH-E: <S>LE>&£ K O c J S S S A/^£> F£C\/lC>£i 
c^C>K>StOB^ABL-B vAfeiiA-nfrrO IK) R o o F U M S ujrrH/fJ A SU^dfH . u>/Trf 7 ? * e E^X(l£P77(y^ &r= THOS&-
rA^//UCf r7fzs flf^-.-wese MIOSES **UZ f ^ ^ ^ P — c - ( s ) cf significance: / f ^ ^ g A j r T Section 7 . =££? / . 

Description ci tr.e prciertv cscumenting current csr.ciuon. 9 i g " SOOT-H U < ^ H T S T t t e e r 'S A_rw£i.e& S J S S Y s ^ z c e 
STRuCTUftfi i TWO BAYS IAJIPE W I T H A s r r o / S e R ^ i a r E^i-STlMq A/r iHrE f=\esi USsfm-> THi= 
• S - E ^ ^ W D ArtsJD THiCP u s w e u * c o w s . s r e*= •E-VBNLY S P A C E D l o u e a \ VJIWD<3»JS. iH^-rw-iK.o -^-reeY 
IS TOPPei3 ' 3 ^ A ' B e A c l c E T e D V0OCT5 <C»£^<CiS . AM ORl^L, vJIUCxiuJ ex/srs ©AJ IT-HE. 30cJ77+_ 
FACAJ52 AT" T H & 3fc£WC> L E I / & ( - . T T r E /AJTE-/2/C/S ^aAiSiSTS <g>f= R&T74-/L. SP/hOS <3/<J TJH=. 

ptteST" -FLOOR U0 ITV* MU A-DDinoNA-L- T t t p . ' S e - % O M S T O T H £ R e A £ . T l + e ^ UPPfeP- P u » > 2 5 A ^ £ yV 

A'AJP MOST A / g g SrtLVrtQ#££•&• . 

££* -s -No Tt-t'3 s T R u n r i / t e ,s> siq *Ji*"-iCA*jr T & 7>r"e z>/ST7S/cr /<*/ n.eta:r.s s-::icient integrity: _ 
Statement of significance of tne pr 
K&'S.iPErJTfPtC OP&iZtfT/OAjs s>o TYPtdtH- & 

/7S y^cr-zn i/uFujr Pitfae /AJ -I~H& ^TTe^&rscj^e 
-z:7~ 1/ 8&>7TS 3 TH-fteayH-

a rj 7ft£ /A/7~B-/S- i 6/Z , 

0!TimsncEt;cn: 
"his a.pp:icaticn for tr.e a b o v e - n a m e d p rope r ty has been rev iewed by .^/c/J/^&tL, -ZSff-^a 
pro iess ionai iy qual i f ied a r c h i t e c t , a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s to r i an , or h i s to r ian on my s ta f f . / 
The p roper ty is included within t ne boundar i e s of a reg i s te red h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t , c o n t r i b u t e s 
to t h e s igni f icance of t h e d i s t r i c t , and is a "ce r t i f i ed h i s to r ic s t r u c t u r e " for t h e pu rpose of 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 

_7he p rope r ty is included within the boundar ies of a reg i s te red h i s to r ic d i s t r i c t , c o n t r i b u t e s 
to t he s igni f icance of t h e d i s t r i c t , and is a "ce r t i f i ed h is tor ic s t r u c t u r e " for a c h a r i t a b l e 
con t r ibu t ion for conse rva t i on purocsed in a c c o r d a n c e with tne Tax T r e a t m e n t E x t e n s i o n A c t o: 
1980. 

_The proper ty coes not c o n t r i b u t e to the s igni f icance cf the a b o v e - n a m e d d i s t r i c t . 
_The p roper ty a p p e a r s to m e e t t h e Na t iona l R e g i s t e r Cr i t e r i a for Eva lua t ion and will l ikely 

be n o m i n a t e d . 
_Tne p rope r ty coes not a p p e a r to m e e t the Na t iona l Regis te r C r i t e r i a for Eva lua t ion and will 

not be n o m i n a t e d . 
_Tne p roper ty appea r s to c o n t r i b u t e to the s igni f icance cf a: 

po ten t i a l h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t which a p p e a r s to m e e t the Nat iona l R e g i s t e r C r i t e r i a 
For Evalua t ion and wiil likely be n o m i n a t e d . 
r eg i s t e red h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t bu t is ou t s ide tne period(s) and area(s ) of s ign i f i cance 
as c o c u m e n t e d in t he Na t iona l R e g i s t e r nomina t ion or d i s t r i c t d o c u m e n t a t i o n on file 
with t he NFS . Rev i sed nomina t ion or d i s t r i c t d o c u m e n t a t i o n is enc losed . 
The p roper ty should be denied a p re l iminary d e t e r m i n a t i o n t h a t it could qualify a s 
a ce r t i f i ed h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e . 
Insufficient : o c u m e n t a t i c n has been provics to eva lua te the s t r u c t u r e . 

^Detailed NFS review r e c o m m e n d e d P r e c e d e n t s e t t i ng ca se F o r w a r d e d wi thou t r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

p„g; / - f - / 7 S t a t e Off ic ia l S igna tu r e : 7J% 

H-Vr.7Cfe.iG
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Form 10-168 

Rev. 3/84 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ric ii1* i cniun 
B-3256 

~5<^,C>^> No. 1C24-OOC 
Expires 8/311 

„1CTOR1CPRESERVAT,ONCEBT,F1CAT,O ;;APPUCAT,ON 

p A R T 1 _ EVALUATION OP biui^ir. wsotUeaXilMo^ 

Project Number: 

Instruction*: 
baen received 

7 u be made unless a completed application form has 

S-, -1———*—•SSSSSSSST.S*--«——»-»—• 
riy, o. Prim d » l v In M.dc .nt. It «M«-»~ _ 5 S L _ • 

c 

1. Name of property: _ 

Address of property: 

Balt imore 
C t y _ - • " v -

f ede ra l H i l l 

3. Authorized project contact: 

faith .R. 
Name . • 

17210 Whiteley Bfl. 
Street . . 

COTlRlllt»Tlt 

State 

4. Owner: 

_z.p_. a m 
.Telephone Number (during day): 

- la r tnoi 'n ' i ipg 

1̂ 4-333 l£H£S3 "otrie i;4 

211 
Telephone Number (during day): 301-9^?_Q/i.71°, 

State I d Zip £ i i A J 

I hereby attest that the information I have provided ii, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I own the above-named property. 

'*&•** c.^sf. / j g j g Dare t//*-*A 
Owner'* Signature 

Socia. «—«~ Nung*r or Taxpayer .dentifiction Number. 

NPS Office Us. On.y certification Application - Part V for the above-named property and hereby d, 

TH, Nation,. ParK Service has r^ewed th. "Historic Preservation Cert.f icat.o App 

M M « V D - — * " - 1 ^ ^ | n ^ „„,„„,, R l g i T O t « „ i ,„ , fc Puce. » " * ^ » 

National Register nomination or district documentation on 

D l e s not appear to oualify as a certified historic structure. 



• ' HISTORIC PRESERVATION N P S O f f ^ u -On, y B-3256 
Prop^ty Nam* — CERTIFICATION APPUCATION-

915 S. Lirht Street PARTI 
Property Addrass 

KVy partnership 

Project Numbi r i 

Owner Namm J Social Security of Taxpayer ID NumOtr 

5. Description of physical appaaranca: 

Located at the end of a row of smaller houses, 915. with its three tall thin storeys 

holds a position of prominence on busy Light street. The front facade is brick 
with the first floor only recently relieved of its formstone. "Brick infill exists 
on the first level front and south side where there had been a 19th century storefront. 
The front is now non-original aluminium windows and door with added brick sieps. 
The second and third storeys hold evenly spaced symmetrical one over one wooden 
windows with bracketed wooden cornice, three brackets and ten evenly spaced modillians. 
One the south facade at the second level is sn oriel window with four one/one lights 
and inset panels below each window. r;elow the small cornice and at the upper ŝ de of 
each light is a small matching bracket. This window is in poor condtion. The rest of 
the side and rear areas are vented by a variety of windows and two doors »nd one 
f̂ arapre door. The building is now painted cream and maroon. 

Data of Construction: vve-18^7 ^-m of P«TT • P e a l e Kuseum 

c 
Oat»(s)ofAlt»mion{s): „ , » . „ . „ . ^ ^ „+ mfcppwn t i m e 

Has building been moved? • yes CJno. If so. when? ; 

Statement of tignrf icanca: 

By 18^7 Robert Sinclair and Co. was listed in the city directories as having a 
dwelling and. agricultural implements establishment in this spot. The Sinclair 
establishment seemed, to prosper ( going by the increasingly larger and more 
all encompassing ads in the directory. The building was listed as a special by 
the Sanborn insurance company maps, which meant that there was some sort of 
dangerous operation on the site. This turned out to be some sort of boiler 
operation, probably used in conjunction with the impleiment making. 

During these years the use was also for a dwelling although a commercial or 
storefront operation continued 'on the first floor. Seeds ivrere added to the retail 
sails and along with Light Street in general, the Sinclair opration grew. The 
whole tone of Li^ht Street in these neighboring blocks continued to be one 
of commerce and living units and 915 was typical of the sort of combination 
typical of the Federal Hill district. 

Ik*' 
7. Photographs and maps. 

Attach photographs and maps to application. 

Continuation ifweti attached: • y»j Q 
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RECEIVED 
March 1966 

915 Light Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 
K & M F&rtnership, Inc. MARYLAND HISTORICAL 

TRUST 

EXTERIOR 

Front elevation looking East 
Side elevation looking Nortii 

INTERIOR - FES! FLOOR 

3. Front roan looking West at store window 
4. Front roan looking East at staircase 
5. Rear room looking West 
6. Rear roan looking East 

INIERIOR - SBDND FLOOR 

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

16. 

Front roan looking West 
Hall loolcing East 
Middle roan loolcing South at Bay 
Middle room looking West 
Middle roan looking Bast 
Hall loolcing North 
Front roan loolcing North 
Rear room loolcing South 
Rear room looking East 
Rear roan looking North 

INIERIOR - THIRD FLOOR 

17. Front roan loolcLng West 
18. Front roan loolcing South 
19. Front roan looking East 
20. Stair landing looking South 
21. Stair landing looking North 
22. Rear roam looking South 
23. Rear room looking East 

INTERIOR - BASfcMFNT 

c 
24. Foot of stairs looking West 
25. Loot of stairs looking East 
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B-3256 
915 Light Street 
Block 0919 Lot 023 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 





B-3256 915 Light St. 

M.E.H. 5/79 

West elevation 


